
Special Announcement 
Kitchen Project Update 

  
From Eddie Pleasant 

  

On behalf of the Kitchen Committee, we rejoice in informing you that we are in possession of the Building 

Permit from the City of Stamford to proceed with the finishing of the kitchen! 

  

For a little over a year, this intrepid group of Wonder Friends has worked diligently through this process 

which began with a generous pledge and directive from Jamie Zurzola to complete the kitchen sooner than 

an unspecified later. As Scott said in the beginning, the commercial kitchen space is the most difficult space 

to execute in construction, with all the logistics, required codes and safety features. I can attest to the fact 

that is very difficult but certainly not impossible. 

  

Our challenges began by picking up where we left off way back in 2003 and figuring out how to proceed. 

There were so many questions and unknowns in the beginning but with prayer and persistence, we’ve come 

to this most important juncture, the building permit. With this significate approval, we can now move, in 

substantial ways, toward the realization of a commercial kitchen in Community II. 

  

Our thanks go to Jamie for his generosity but also at this juncture we thank Al Lomoriello, our general 

contractor for the new wing, who served as our advisor (he knows where all the bodies are buried) and we 

thank Michael Lamont of Kitchen Concepts (you’ve yet to meet him); he was the original designer of the 

kitchen. Michael jumped right back into this project that lay dormant for 15 years and not only helped us 

resurrect the project but connected us to other top notch professionals that gave us the confidence that we 

would present you with a quality kitchen that will serve our community in furthering our mission as a 

church. 

  

Yes, this is being done with Jamie’s money, but this committee is spending it with the vigilant discernment 

as if it were our own. 

  

With regard to timeframe, it will be good 16 weeks once construction starts. I’ve texted our General 

Contractor, Bob Usaty, and he texted back saying he will call me tomorrow with the schedule. Once he 

does that, the staff will translate that into what the means to our church schedule, particularly the usage of 

the building and communicate that you all of you. We ask in advance for your patience and understanding. 

  

To God be the glory. 

  

  

—Eddie Pleasant 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

Excerpt from Brandon’s Sermon from last Sunday: 
  

I want to conclude with words from Toni Morrison who passed away this past week, words which speak to 

the (dis)advantage of religion— that when God speaks a word of blessing into our life into the places where 

we are most desperate to hear these words, and when we become healed—the life we lead from there is not 

one that can be self-seeking, but rather one that becomes tempered by our experience and learns to live into 

the blessedness of the sacrificial life. 

  

She says… 

  

“I tell my students, ‘When you get these jobs that you have been so brilliantly trained for, just remember 

that your real job is that if you are free, you need to free somebody else. If you have some power, then your 

job is to empower somebody else. This is not just a grab-bag candy game. 

  

The function of freedom is to free someone else.’ ” 

  

  
  

 


